Effective immune restoration after immunosuppressant discontinuation in a lupus patient presenting progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy.
Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) is an opportunistic infection of the central nervous system with JC virus. Few cases have been described in lupus patients. We describe biopsy-proven PML in a lupus patient receiving mycophenolate mofetil and corticosteroids. Although the patient received no antiviral treatment, the polymerase chain reaction test for JC virus became negative in cerebrospinal fluid after immunosuppressant discontinuation and the patient survived. We discuss the restoration of immune efficiency after immunosuppressant discontinuation in this case and compare the clinical, radiological and histological features with the inflammatory PML form described in human immunodeficiency virus-infected patients.